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for we have many more people among us, who are
pretenders to the sacred sciences, as they call them;
who yet do not level their knowledge of them to
such mean uses, as to go mountebanking with them,
to get a crown or two for petty discoveries, and set
up for what they call cunning men; which is indeed
the lowest step of this kind that a spirit of the invi-
sible world could well be supposed to take.

It is true, it is something hard to describe what
this thing we call magic is, and how it is to be un-
derstood now ; what it was formerly we know some-
thing ofj and yet even then no great things were
pel-formed by it; something they did, whether by
the thing itself as an art, or by the Devil being pre-
sent to assist them, we know not; that which would
be called wonderful is, that they did then, as they
pretend to do still, several things which the Devil
really has no power to do; and particularly that of
foretelling things to come, which we do not, gene-
rally speaking, grant the Devil to have in his power ;
he can indeed make better judgment of things than
we can, but that the knowledge of futurity is given
him, I deny.

For the augurs and southsayers, they did strange
things formerly; by whose power, is not in my
reach, nor any one's else to determine: for example;
in the latter end of the life of Augustus Csesar,
while the ceremonies were performing in the Cam-
pus Martius, the emperor and a vast concourse of
people being present, an eagle came into the place,
and hovered over the emperor some time, Hying
round and round him in the air, and then flying to-
wards a small temple or oratory, it settled upon a
little pinnacle, just over the statue of Agrippa.

This was taken as a presage or omen to the em-
peror, whether of good or evil was hard to deter-
mine : but the augurs being consulted, they deter-